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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to investigate the process of traditional funeral
ritual of Thai-kern in Saimul Sub-district, Sankampaeng District, Chiangmai Province and to
study the factors affecting the change of traditional funeral processes of this tribe. The study had
been mainly made by field-work information researcher. The resource persons were 31 key
informants namely : 5 monastery heads, 7 rites heads, 5 monastery clerks, 7 community leaders
and 7 resource persons involving in the funeral traditional ceremony. The research had been

done through the interview process and the results were presented descriptively.

The followings were the results of the study:

Previously, the traditional funeral processes were : when there was a dead body of
whatever kinds of death, the villagers would bring flooring or bamboo mat to wrap the dead body
and the climbing plant or white rope to fasten his head, waist and knuckle and then they would
take the dead body to be buried without any religious rite. At later on, Thai-kern moved to live
in this area, causing the villagers to adopt Thai-kern People's culture, leading to the following
changes of the ritual processes:

The beliefs : The present changes are to bathe a dead body, to put coins into the

body's mouth, to shroud the body, to perform a rite before placing the body in a casket, to light in
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front of the casket, to sacrifice by offering food to the body, to move the body and how to
perform after joining the cremation.

Society : The present changes are to discuss and to set the funeral, to cover a dead
body's face, to place the body, to watch for the body, to wear in black or dark clothes in
mourning, to pray for the body by the monks and the prohibitions on the cremation day.

Economy : The present changes are how to dress a dead body, to provide the casket
for the body and to pray for the body.

Environment : The present changes are to move a dead body away from his home.
Nowadays, there are two ways of moving the death body from his home: through the wooden
partition of his home or through the ghost door by going down the ghost stairs.

Moreover, the traditional rites on death also reflected the relationship between the
rites and the group of various race, religion, language and customs, as well as the need to change
the existence of their own tribe. These related with the first objective that when the villagers in
Saimul Sub-district had adopted Thai-kern customs, their customs would thus be the same as
other Thai-kern in the North before having any change according to the second objective, due to
the factors affecting the traditional funeral ritual of Thai-kern from the past to the present in terms
of belief, society, economy, administration and environment relating rapid change circumstances.

The conservation of the ritual processes both formal or communal should support the
conservation of Thai-kern’s customs by setting up a museum, to demonstrate traditional funeral
ritual for the interested people in general in terms of historical background and several forms of
ritual through publication as a source of national history and community ‘s way of life .

According to the research, results the researcher suggested to conduct a comparative
study between Thai-kern’s traditional funeral and other sub-districts’ ones as well as other

customs such as comsuption or traditional costume.
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