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Abstract

The objective of this study was to study the attitudes of students, people living near
educational institutions, proprietors, and police toward the policy of banning alcohol.selling near
educational institutions. This study was qualitative research. Data were collectediby interviewing
convenience samples of 50 students from 2 universities in Bangkok, and 20 people living in the
vicinity of these universities. In addition, data came from interviewing &\ proprietors near the 2
universities in Bangkok and 6 policemen as law enforcers from 3 metropolitan police stations, for
a total of 82 informants.

The study revealed that majority of students and,people,in the community agreed with
the policy of banning the sale of alcohol near educational institutions, with the reason that this
activity was not desirable and contradicted Thai culture..However, they also thought that such a
policy would not achieve its objective of reducing alcohol consumption by students. It instead
would only reduce alcohol consumption-near the educational institution. A number of students
and people agreed that the ban should.apply to new sellers after the proclamation of the policy.
Licensed alcohol sellers thought that.selling alcohol was an economic freedom. Therefore, the
state should not limit people’s'way of life unless their behavior caused trouble for other people.
The policemen thought that the‘enforcement of such a policy yielded legal problems, especially
when inspecting thewselling shops. This is because proprietors would often claim that they had

the right to sellialcohol from the licenses they had received before the proclamation of the

policy.
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