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Abstract

The objective of this study was to probe the feeling of security of three groups of people
in the community. They were poor people, lower-middle class people, and middle-middle class
people. This study was qualitative research using the feeling of security concept to interpret and
understand the information derived from the principle informants (poor people, lower-middle
class people, and middle-middle class people) a total of 27 people fromthe: Mitmongrol
community (not its real name) located in the Bangkok metropolitan area. The concept of the
feeling of security explained the relationship between the materials wehad and the materials we
wanted or expected. It was a mental image in simple equation form:

What we had

The feeling of security = —————
What we wanted

From the equation, what we wanted' was a denominator with an immense influence.
What we wanted or expected was concerned very much with thinking about one’s comparative
position or economic status in relation-to others.

The study revealed that-the feeling of security concept helped us understand the feeling
of security of suburban people. The poor in the community tended to think that they had more
security, because they did. not compare themselves with higher status people who were too
distant or impossible to'be reached in reality. They compared their status with poor people
outside the community, or compared their status with themselves in the past, when they were
poorer than_ at present. Whereas in lower-middle class and middle-middle class people in the
community.reported that they had less of a feeling of security. In the same way, people in the
middle-middle class tended to report that they had less of a feeling of security than lower
middle  class people. This was because the expectations for life and the standard of living of

middle-middle class people were higher than for lower middle class people in comparison.
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