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Abstract

This research studied the participation of local volunteers in community development of Bangmuang
district, Samut Prakarn province, and to compare the participation of local volunteers in community
development based on demographical characteristic. The sample included 201 volunteers living in Bang Muang
district, SamutPrakarn province. Questionnaires were used as a research tool. Data were analyzed by percentage,
mean, standard deviation, t-test, and one-way analysis of variance.

The results of the research indicated that overall mean score of the volunteer group’s opinion towards
participation in community development was high . Considering cach aspect separately, all 4 aspects were given
high opinions mean score, which could be ranked in descending order as follows: participation in operation,
participation in benefit share, participation in evaluation, and participation in decision making. Participation in
operation was about traditional and cultural activities of the district and supporting welfare and recreation
activities; participation in benefit share was about receiving life safety and assets protection from community
development; and participation in evaluation was about assessment of result of operation and examination of
fund usage; and participation in decision making was about taking part in the proposal of problems and planning
of activity schedule. Comparing the mean score of volunteer group s’ opinions toward community development
in Bang Muang district demographic characteristics. results revealed that the volunteer groups, having different
ages, occupations and living periods in Bang Muang district had different overall opinions at the level of 0.05.
Considering each aspect, the research found that the volunteer groups which have different ages, earning per

month, and living periods in Bang Muang district. had significantly different opinions towards 4 aspects at 0.05.
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