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Abstract

The purposes of the research were to study 1) the community context and the way of life of the people in
Wat Banghuasue Community, 2) tourism resources and the current state of cultural tourism of Wat Banghuasue
Community, 3) the present impact of tourism on the community, and 4) strategies to develop cultural tourism of Wat
Banghuasue Community to reach its maximum potentiality. The key informants were tourists, community leaders, local
people and government officers, the research tools were an interview form and a questionnaire. The quantitative data
were analyzed by frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation and the qualitative data were analyzed by content
analysis.

The research results found that 1) Wat Banghuasue Community was a nearby Chaopraya River
community, so many canals connecting the river to this area caused the people’s careers to be gardeners and fishermen.
In the past, the people traveled by boat and Wat Banghuasue jetty were the center of travelers. Later in 2004, the
community built a market nearby the river at the same time as the government highly promoted tourism so nowadays
some gardeners changed themselves to be merchants because a large number of tourists came in to visit Wat
Banghuasue and buy goods in the market; 2) the important tourism resources of this area were a folk museum, a nearby
river market and a modern architectural design temple with many beautiful wall paintings of Lord of Buddha Stories
inside; 3) the impact of tourism caused the community to adapt itself to respond to the social and economic change,
new careers occurred, the people recovered and conserved the community traditions and increased their products to
serve the demand of the market; 4) strategies to develop cultural tourism of Wat Banghuasue Community to reach its
maximum potentiality were as follows: the folk museum: more lights should be put in the storage cupboard of antique
objects, provide object explanation labels, and have guides to introduce the various items; the nearby river market: the
price of goods should be controlled, have price labels, enhance sellers’ good manners and clean the market regularly; the
wall paintings should have information materials in details to help the visitors study by themselves; tourism
management : physical environment should be improved and decorated making it tidy and comfortable; local people
should be involved in taking care of tourists; tourism activities should be more informative; the awareness of community
culture and tradition conservation should be raised; and the community products should be developed to be high quality
and more interesting; moreover, the government organization should support building infrastructures and setting

appropriate regulations; tourism activity: the activities should be improved by providing river cruises to help tourists
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view the scenery, building home stays or nearbzvriver shelters and arrange activities connected to nearby tourist spots.
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