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Abstract

This thesis is a qualitative research which aimed at studying the socio-cultural aspects of Lao Khrang in
Borkru and Thungkathin Villages especially the important social structures including cultural aspects such as tradition,
rituals and materials culture. Moreover the researcher studied the impact factors that had influenced socio-cultural
changes and the adjusiment compelencies to reserve the uniqueness of Lao Khrang's identity and way of life. Research
methodologies consisted of community survey, in-depth interview 3 groups of the samples and observation the physical
environment of villages, houses, many kinds of objects and people’s behaviors both in their families and in community.
The researcher used content analysis and triangulation analysis before conclusion.

The research result revealed that the people of Lao Khrang in Borkru and Thungkathin Villages moved
from Nong Hiang Yai Village of Lao Qhan District in Kanchanaburi Province in B.E. 2410. Later around B.E. 2476
a group of people separated themselves to settle a new village named Thungkathin Village because the population
increased rapidly and agriculiural areas were not enough. In the previous time, the family structure of Lao Khrang was
extended family and they had close relationship within society. Some outer people became relatives by marriage. Lao
Khrang believed in gods, spirituals and concepts of Buddhism. The prior economic system was self-sufficient economy
then it was changed to capitalism in the present time. They had non-formal and formal leaders taking care of and helped Lao
Khrang people. There had been both formal and informal education in the community. They used both ancient medicines and
modemn styles of health care. Lao Khrang had two aspects of culture; (1) non-material culture which composed of traditions
and rituals concerning with religion, life, society and occupation; (2) material culture which composed of the uniqueness of
housing styles in the previous time, farmers tools, handmade textile and tools and equipments used in farming, housework and
rituals. Internal and external factors influenced socio-cultural changes. For internal factors, there were population growth in
families and from immigration, the informal and formal leaders who took important roles in community development and the
physical change of environment. The external factors composed of the development of infrastructure and roads linking to
other communities, mass media helped the people catch up new information quickly and easily, the development policy of the
government in education and health and the spread of consumerism. For the adjustment to reserve the identity of their culture
they still speak Lao-Khrang language among their members, they practiced of the community traditions and rituals
continuously such as holding rituals to show respect to their leaders souls, participating in deing merit tradition in the middle
of the village including holding Song Kran ceremony. Besides these above mentions, the villagers still renew the Pha-sin Teen
Joke textile (lower garment for women) and loincloths (lower garment for men) which are hand made products for

conserve the identity of Lao Khrang culture.
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