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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the history of the Kathin ceremony from the time of the
Buddha up to the present, the formats and rites of the Kathin ceremony in Thai tradition, and the relationship
between the traditional ceremony and Thai society. The research informants consisted of thirty- two monks and
sixteen Kathin sponsors from Wat Samphraya, Wat Rachanadda, Wat Parknam, Wat Eiemvoranuch and Wat
Pradittharam { Wat Mon). An indepth interview and observation were used for data collection, content analysis
and presentation by description.

The research findings were as follows: the history of the Kathin ceremony took place when the monks
from Patheyya wanted to meet the Buddha but they were unable due to the fact that it was the time of the
rains- retreat. After the rains- retreat, it continued to rain and the ground remained wet. Monks had to put on the
wet triple-robe to have an audience with the Buddha The Buddha knew about their difficulties, He then
allowed them to receive the Kathin robe to put on. There existed two kinds of the Kathin ceremony : the Royal
Kathin and the Common Kathin. There were there types of Royal Kathin : Kathin assigned to be the royal rite,
in addition to Kathin Ton and Kathin Phrarajatan. Three were four types of Common Kathin: such as Kathin or
Mahakathin, Chul Kathin, Kathin Samakkhee and Kathin Tok Khang. As for the rite of a Kathin ceremony;
Royal Kathin would be formal since it was concemed with the King thus the rite would be performed
according to the Royal Tradition. On the other hand, Common Kathin could be performed conveniently
according to its sponsor. The differences between the two kinds were: Royal Kathin had no winding to the right
of the uposatha, no acceptance of the Five Precepts and reciting of the presenting words in Thai. When the Kran
Kathin rite was finished the monks recited congratulating words and blessings to the king. As for the Common
Kathin, there was a winding to the right of the uposatha, an acceptance of the Five Precepts and a reciting of the
presenting words in Pali and Thai. When the Kran Kathin rite was completed the monks would recite the
congratulating words and the Kathin sponsor would pour the water of dedication. The Kathin ceremony has
been related to Thai society in the aspect that it has sustained Buddhism and has supported Thai
culture.
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