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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the history and the background, the body of knowledge
in healing and the roles of the folk healers at present. Six folk healers were studied and grouped concerning
their skills in healing which were categorised three aspects ; two folk healers for each aspect. These three
aspects were : ritual healing, physical healing and herbal healing. It was qualitative research. Research
instruments were : formal and informal interviews, observations and activities participating of the folk healers
club in Banhong District, Lumphun Province.

The research findings were : the history and the background of the folk healers were that most of them
had the folk healers as their relatives. This made them know all about the body of knowledge in healing, being
instilled it and perpetuated it. All folk healers respected the practice as well as the professional behavior which
they had been transmitted and made them be respected by other people. For the body of knowledge in healing;
the formats, the procedures and the healing instruments had been adjusted owing to each folk healer's beliefs
and experiences. Even if the people in the community had less confidence in the folk healers of their healing, all
of them accepted it and still firmly intended to continue healing. At present the roles of the folk healers were
estimated as a second alternative in healing but they still adhered to their roles and realized that they had to join
together to make their roles stronger. It was the method to help each other which made the folk healers feel that
they were not alone as it had been in the past. Unlike the doctors at present whose roles were healing only, the
folk healers had a more important role. It was the social role which was believed to be the significant point for

all folk healers and it was still accepted by the people in the community.
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