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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the principle of dissociation with the fool in Theravada

Buddhism, the dharmic principles concerning dissociation with the fool and the benefits of dissociation with

the fool by studying the Tipitaka both in Thai and Pali versions ofMahachulalongkomrajavidyalaya. It was the

qualitative research.

The results of the study were found that the principle of dissociation with the fool in Theravada

Buddhism meant: not to get near, not to sit near, not to associate with the fool, not to talk to them, not to eat or

sleep with, not to live with, not to follow in the footsteps of them, not to be friend with, not to imitate their

exemplars and not to be very friendly with them as close friends etc. The dharmic principle concerning

dissociation with the fool were the four false friends and the four qualities of a bad man principles. The four

false friends principle were: the out-and-out robber, the man who paid lip-service, the flatterer and the leader to

destruction. The four qualities of a bad man principle were: those who committed an offense to their mothers,

those who committed an offense to their fathers, those who committed an offense to the Buddha and those who

committed an offense to the disciples of the Buddha. The benefits of dissociation with the fool made one not to

be led in the wrong way, not to be blamed, to be trusted by one's colleagues, one's family and one's society.

One could conserve one's own good. One could be happy by oneself, one's family and one's society.

Dissociation with the fool was the base of se]f-development because one could abstain from the wrong way and

follow the right way.
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