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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the principle of association with the wise in
Theravada Buddhism, the qualifications as well as the duty of the wise and the benefits of association with the
wise by studying the Tipitaka both in Thai and Pali versions of Mahachulalongkomrajavidyalaya. It was the
qualitative research.

The results of the study were found that the principle of association with the wise in Theravada
Buddhism meant : to be near, making an effort to sit near, to listen to the suggestions of the wise, having the
wise as a comrade, as a friend, trying to transmit the wise’s character and goodness into one’s own self,
performing what the wise performed ect. The qualifications of the wise meant one who set oneself in the three
good conducts ; in act, in word and in thought. The wise also meant one who was without danger, without
obstacles, and without accidents including having the steady confidence in the Triple Gem. The duty of the wise
was as follow: the wise of the family had the duty to produce good members for society, training and instructing
one’s descendants to be good. The wise of the society had the duty to repay a kindness to society by practising
the holy abidings in working for social welfare. The wise of the nation had the duty to govern the country for
the happiness and welfare of the people. The wise of the world had the duty to teach people and suggested them
to set themselves in righteousness. The benefits of association with the wise made one prosperous, having no
obstacles to lead one’s life, having no danger and no accidents. Association with the wise made one beget the
highest good that one could attain the stream-entry of Nibbana. Having the wise as one’s good friend, one

could practise the Noble Eightfold Path with success.
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