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Abstract

The objectives of this thesis were: 1) to study the meaning of Jataka and the history of
Mahanaradakassapa Jataka, 2) to analyze the Dharmic Principles of Buddhism appeared in Mahanaradakassapa
Jataka, 3) to study the meaning, the category, the importance of Equanimity Perfection, and 4) to apply the
Dharmic Principles appeared in Mahanaradakassapa Jataka to the present society. It was a documentary
research by studying data from a variety of sources; for instance, the Tipitaka, the research papers of expert |
academics, the work pieces of the Buddhist Scholars and analyzed together with the recommendations rendered
by the thesis advisors, then summarized and presented in a descriptive style of language use.

The research findings were: 1) the Jataka was the story of the Buddha in the previous lives
mentioned in the Tipitaka; the Buddha narrated Mahanaradakassapa Jataka at Kappasikavanason while he was
traveling to Uruvelasenanigama to preach the three matted-hairs ascetics; Mahanaradakassapa Jataka was the
eighth among ten Jatakas; the Buddha was born the Brahma God releasing King Angatiraja from wrong view;
King Angatiraja had confidence in the preaching of Mahanaradakassapa and performed a lot of good deeds;
after death the King was born in the celestial realm; 2) Dharmic Principles of Buddhism appeared in
Mahanaradakassapa Jataka was Upekkha, which referred to equanimity of even mindedness; 3) the categories
of Upekkha were Chalangupekkha, Brahmaviharupekkha, Bojjhangupekkha, Viriyupekkha, Sankharupekkha,
Vedanupekkha, Vipassanupekkha, Tattramajjhattupekkha, Jhanupekkha, and Parisuddhupekkha; and 4)
application of the Dharmic Principles in the daily life. Loving-kindness, compassion, and altruistic joy were
virtues which one should have when one had gained Upekkha and considered that all beings’ destiny was

shaped by their own past deeds or karma. Whatever kinds of karma a person had committed either good or bad,

he would get the fruit of his karma.
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