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Abstract

The ohjective of this rescarch were to study the participation of community in managing eco- tourism,
the relation between knowledge of eco-tourism and participating in managing eco-tourism, the relation
between motivation and the participating in managing eco—tourism, and the problems and suggestions for
managing eco-tourism at Bangnampueng floating market, Bangnampueng sub—district, Phrapradaceng district,
in Samutprakan. The sampling units were people using questionnaire. Data analysis was conducted on basis of
percent, frequency, standard deviation, and Pearson’s coefficient.

The results of the research were as follows: Amount of female respondents is slightly larger than
male respondents and most of them are not members of any groups. The sampling units receive mformation
from media such as TV, radio, Internet, published press but the major sources of information are their relatives
and friends. Most respondents involve in working in trading since the beginning of the market. The knowledge
and understanding of managing eco-tourism among respondents are at a high level. The motivation in
managing eco—lourism at the floating market is also at a high level while the participation of the communiry in
managing cco-tourism is at the lowest level. The problems found in managing eco— tourism include.
Managing rules for the market such as rules for panicipating in trading. The problems in development for
tourism such as insufficient vehicles for transportation in the area . Problems in local participation such as linle
cooperation from the locals. Lack of public relations, and personnel working in eco-tourism. The hypothesis
test revealed that the level of knowledge and understanding of eco-tourism related to the level of community
involvemnent and the level of the motivation in managing eco-tourism significantly related to the level of

community invelvement at 0.01.
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