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Abstract

The objectives of this thesis were: 1) to collect and classify the folktales of Krokkrak Sub-district,
Muang District, Samut Sakhon Province. 2) to analyze the beliefs, the values, the traditions, the way of life in
the folktales of Krokkrak Sub-district, Muang District, Samut Sakhon Province; and 3) to study the roles of the
folktales towards the people of Krokkrak Sub-district, Muang District, Samut Sakhon Province. Collecting data
was done by observation and interview twenty-eight informants from Krokkrak Sub-district, Muang District,
Samut Sakhon Province.

The research findings were: 1) seventy-seven stories of the folktales were collected and divided
into five categories: fairy tale, legend, myth, animal tale and jest, 2) the folktales of Krokkrak reflected the
beliefs of the law of karma, the life after death, the natural phenomena concerning making a votive prayer, the
advantages of making merit, the evil spirits, the sacred things, the magic incantation, and the good or bad
characteristics of a person. The findings concerning values were: gratitude, appreciation of the wise, the
intellectuals, the wealth, and the confidence in Buddhism, the industriousness, and the faithfulness. The
traditions and the rituals found in the folktales were: the Kathin ceremony, the ordination ceremony, the
wedding ceremony, the honey offering to the monk ceremony and paying respect to Mae Ya — nang ceremony.
The prominent way of life found in the folktales had been the fishery and the trade; and 3) the roles of the
folktales towards the people of Krokkrak Sub-district in many aspects were to cultivate the people to do good,
to promote the people to rely on their own selves, to create harmony in society, to maintain Buddhism, to give
knowledge and moral saying, to entertain, to help people promote imagination and to be an intermediary

between the new generation and the old one.
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