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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to: 1) study the content of the book ‘Lao Khwam Tam Lae’,
2) study the reflections on language in it, and 3) study the reflections on Thai culture and beliefs in the
Vessantara Jataka as related in it. The materials used were the book ‘Lao Khwam Tam Lae’, printed media,
research and websites. Data were collected and categorized for analyses and synthesises. Then they were
compiled and presented descriptively.

The findings revealed that: 1) the contents of the book ‘Lao Khwam Tam Lae’ by Phrakhru
Phimonthamphan (Dr. Manop Palaphan) of Wat Phra Chetuphon Vimolmangklararm relates the content of the
Vessantara Jataka, which consists of 13 chapters, namely Thossaphon, Himaphan, Thannakhan, Wanapawes,
Chuchok, Chulaphon, Mahaphon, Kuman, Matsi, Sakkabap, Maharat, Chokasat and Nakhonkan; 2) the
reflections on language found in the book ‘Lao Khwam Tam Lae’ were in 2 aspects, verse and literature; 3) the
reflections on Thai culture and beliefs in the Vessantara Jataka can be summarized into 2 points; firstly, the
belief that making merit in each chapter can bring forth a better life, and secondly, Thai people believe in

Buddhism, Hinduism and ghosts.
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