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ABSTRACT

The objective of the research is to study the ideas and roles of Buddhist monks
of Sahadham group for development in Surin province. The researcher has collected the
data by studying documents. concepts, theories, and related researches including an
applied qualitative method. The tool of this research is In-depth interview with two-
selected Buddhist monks; Phrakruvibuldhammakosit and Phrakrusobhonbunyakit, by mean
of purposive sampling.

The researcher has fixed the points of questions as an interview guide to suit the
objectives of the research. In addition, the researcher has made interview with the
resident monks of monasteries and the monks in their controlling areas, leaders of
community, with whom the activities of two monks are concerned, in order to make the
data sources accurate and credible. Moreover, the researcher has used the community
participant observation to observe the roles of monks on culture, social life ways,
including communal behavior of monks and people.

The results of the study are as follows:

1. The researcher found the ideas of two monks ; Phrakruvibuldhammakosit
and Phrakrusobhonpunyakit, of Sahadham group for the development in Surin province on
three aspects ; material (economics), mind and self-reliance.

2. The two monks™ roles in development appeared on six aspects ;.governance,

religious education, education welfare, propagation Buddhism, public development and

hospitality welfare.
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3. The benefits arose in community resulted from the two monks’ performance
can be the self-reliance of community in four dimensions; economics, society, culture,

natural resource and environment.
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