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ABSTRACT

Thailand has a long history and has been influenced by the Indian culture in terms of
religion, politics, government, language and literature.

The objective of this thesis was to study of the roles and the merits of Rajabhat
officials or civil servants of the kings in the Hinayan Buddhist scripture of India influencing
on Thai people. This research on the roles and the merits of Rajabhat official in Thai society
aimed at the comparison of the roles and the merits of the two societies.

The results of is study found that the Rajabhat system appeared in the Hinayan
Buddhist scripture that Rajabhat was the official appointed by the kings to perform all kinds
of tasks in their high attempt of making outstanding merits.

In terms of the roles and the merits of Rajabhat in Thai society, Rajabhat were the
officials recruited and appointed by the kings to perform the court duties. At present Rajabhat
or civil servants had to sit for the test in order to gain the positions. And all the Rajabhat
officials had exact duties and responsibilities and had made merits according to the Buddhist
principles. Those of the principles would later be allocated as government regulations. This
researcher awared that the present Rajabhat officials of Thai society should hold and practice
both the government regulations and the Buddhist principles in order to set up the prosperity

of Thai society in all aspects. The Thai people would then be able to live their lives

peacefuily.
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