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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study cultures and beliefs of the ethnic groups in Wat
Pradittharam Community which consisted of Thai-Mon, Thai-Chinese and Thai-Muslim, the social relationship
that made them live together with peace and happiness in the midst of the various cultures, traditions, rites and
beliefs of these ethnic groups in Wat Pradittharam Community, Hirunruci Sub-district, Dhonburi District,
Bangkok. The key informants of this research were the community leaders and the old-aged people which were
five persons from each ethnic group. Thus, there were fifteen key informants per one thousand and ninety-nine
populations. Data collection was divided into two steps: documentary and field work by interviews and
observations. Data analysis was made by content analyzing and presented them by descriptive analysis.

The research findings were that these three ethnic groups: Thai-Mon, Thai-Chinese and Thai-
Muslim in Wat Pradittharam Community had their unique cultures, traditions, rites and beliefs which were
absolutely different from each one another. But they still had good relationship for a long time, depending on
the factors that were due to alien marriage, being neighborhood in the same community, being the community
with old-aged families, being accepted and respected by people in the community, having close relationship in
business, and being joined hands in the community. The factors that supported these ethnic groups in Wat
Pradittharam community to live in peace and happiness in the midst of their various cultures and beliefs were
that they had had the Wat as the center of the community, the old original community since the past, their habits
of compromise, educated members in the community, the leaders with good relationship, the high quality of life
in the same community for a long time, understanding the cultures as well as accepting traditions and rites of

each other and being joined hands in solving the contradictory problems.
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