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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis was to study the concepts of Karma in Theravada Buddhism
and also the consequences connected with those concepts based on The Twelve Classes of Karma
and their Consequences. Information was collected from the Tripitaka and Buddhist literature.
This was done in order to show the theory of what the real meaning of Karma in Buddhism was
and what causes and effects were, action and reaction worked through The Twelve Classes of
Karma. There was an attempt to classify and to analyze the Buddhist literature into groups due to

The Twelve Classes of Karma which providing the effects in different ways.

According to the study and the analysis, conclusions were as follows :

1. The Suttantapitaka described the Karma and its result as the relative cause and effect.
Karma meaned intentional action, through body, speech and mind. Karma might be good or bad to
varying degrees, or neutral. The result of that Karma would be good, bad or neutral accordingly.

This was the law of Cause and Effect, of action and reaction.

2. The Concept of Karma and its consequences in the Suttantapitaka as Buddhism
belicved that Karma was the natural law or an impersonal law that operated independently of any
mysterious outside force. Thus our present situation was the result of past intentional actions and
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our future situation would be the result of our present intentional actions. But according to the law

of Karma, each person maintained frec will. We were not only receivers of our past action.

3. The concept in the Suttantapitaka was that Karmic actions did not necessarily bring
results of the same magnitude. The results of Karma might be strengthened or weakened by many

variable factors, both at the time the Karmic action was performed, and later.

4. The concept in the Suttantapitaka was that action or the practice of the religious
teaching. The ultimate good deed which led to the destruction of all defilements causes one to
attain the supreme goal of religion. It was common that good deed led to development and created
benefits for oneself and other. The result of good deed was worldly happiness in this and the next
world and finally it might lead to the highest goal; but the bad deed led to the destruction of one

and other’s benefits; both good and bad actions caused the circle of rebirth in order to receive its

results.

5. According to Buddhist point of view, Karma and its results were what causing mean
to see life in a long term, not seeing it only for happiness and pleasure of the life at present, not
thinking of suffering and difficulty to come to life after death. Furthermore, the principle of
Karma and its results made one tolerant and be able to tranquilize one’s mind at the time of

difficulty and lived an intellectual life. The understanding of the state of such a life could be

conductive to bring peace to society without violence.

6. There was an attempt to find out how many kinds of The Twelve Classcs of Karma

and their Consequences appearing in Commentaries.

The results of the analysis about The Twelve Classes of Karma and their Consequences

were as follows :
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A. Group One : Classification according to the time of ripening
1) Dighadhamma - vedaniya - Kamma : Karma resulting in being experienced here
and now, or Karma ripening during this lifetime
- 20.93 % of Dighadhamma - vedaniya - Kamma appeared in 57 Commentaries.
This kind of Karma made the most of its appearance.
2) Upajjaya — vedaniya — Kamma : Karma resulting in being experienced of rebirth
or Karma ripening in the next birth
- 18.60 % of Upajjaya — vedaniya — Kamma appeared in 57 Commentaries. This
kind of Karma made the second rank of its appearance.
3) Aparapariya — vedanlya — Kamma : Karma to be experienced in some subsequent
becoming or Karma ripening in later rebirths
- 12,40 % of Aparapariya — vedanlya — Kamma appeared in 57 Commentaries.
This kind of Karma made the third rank of its appearance.
4) Ahosi — Kamma : lapsed Karma

- 8.53 % of Ahosi — Kamma appeared in 57 Commentaries.

B. Group Two : Classification according to function
5) Janaka Kamma : productive Karma

- 9.30 % of Janaka Kamma appeared in 57 Commentaries.
6) Upatthambhaka — Kamma : consolidating Karma

- 6.20 % of Upatthambhaka — Kamma appeared in 57 Commentaries.

7) Upapilaka - Kamma : frustrating Karma

- 4.65 % of Upapilaka — Kamma appeared in 57 Commentaries.

8) Upaghataka — Kamma : supplanting Karma

- 0.78 % of Upaghataka — Kamma appeared in 57 Commentaries. This kind of

Karma made the least of its appearance.
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C. Group Three : Classification according to the priority of result
9) Garuka — Kamma : weighty Karma
- 4.65 % of Garuka - Kamma appeared in 57 Commentarics.
10) Acir;r}aka — Kamma : habitual Karma
- 6.98 % ofAciqqaka — Kamma appeared in 57 Commentarics.
11) Asanna — Kamma : death — threshold Karma : Karma remembered at the time of
death
- 6.20 % of Asanna — Kamma appeared in 57 Commentaries.
12) Katatta — Kamma : stored — up Karma (Buddhaghosa 1991 cited in Suchitra

Ronruen 1997 :39 —41)

- 0.78 % of Katatta — Kamma appeared in 57 Commentaries. This kind of

Karma made the least of its appearance, the same as Upaghataka — Kamma.

Briefly, a study to realize the principle of Karma or The Twelve Classes of Karma and
their consequences functioned as the important path that could lead to the right way of life,
happiness and tranquillization of mind of the learners and practitioners. elevation of life. making
life calm and making us understand that life was meaningful, being not merely accidental. To
understand the principle of Karma or The Twelve Classes of Karma and their consequences made
man lessen delusion of the rise and fall of life, lessen depression of mind in complexity of life. All

Buddhists should study and clearly understand this in order to lift up their ways of lives.
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