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ABSTRACT

The research mainly aimed at the study on the evolution of physical, economical, social
and cultural aspects of the area named “Talad Phluu” the effects of the changes and the
adaptation of the people in Talad Phluu area from the past to the present.

This research used qualitative methodology and was analysed by using the Social and
Cultural Change Theory as the conceptual frame work.. The data were collected from
documentaries combining some indepth interviewing the sampling group of people in this
community. The interviewed questions were covered social and cultural change, the effects of
such changes , and the adaptation of the people in many aspects. Moreover the gathering of the
close participatory observation data was also analysed.

The rescarch found that the history of this community started from Ayudhaya period.
The area composed of 4 major groups of people. The first group was the Typical Thais staying
in this arca before the establishment of Dhonburi as the capital city, then there were other
immigrated groups accompanied. The second group was Chinese people. Most of them
immigrated during King Taksin period the others followed later because of the dry season and the
shortage of food in China. The third group was Moun or the southern Burmese pcople who
immigrated to this area nearly the end of Ayudhaya period. By now there is no Moun left in
TaladPhluu . The last was Thai Muslim group who moved from Krungsri Ayudhaya and the
ncarby provinces accurnulated with the captures from Pattani province in the reign of King Rama
the First.

Social and cultural change of Talad Phluu Community was caused by 3 factors : 1)
the government potlicics 2) the populalion change and  3) the social values and people’s

cducation. All factors affected on the physical, economical, social and cultural aspects.

4)



The physical change started in the reign of King Chairaja who decided to dig the big
canal joining two parts of The Chao Praya River at Bangkok (2065 B.E.), later in the reign of
King Rama the Fifth (2444 B.E.), the government built up the railway in this area which caused
the changes on the landscape and the economical expansion. It turned from previously having
“Phluu” as the most important product to having many kinds of goods exchanged. Later, there
were 3 new roads built up in this area namely:-Therdtai road , Ratchada — Thapra road, and
Taksin — Petchakasem road which precisely caused changes on physical and economical aspects.
The rapidly population increasing due to the increasing of economical growth and the social
value on modern education were the 2 factors affecting on changes of Taladphluu. Particularly
the regression of “eating Mak and Phluu” during Marshall P. Piboon songkram government
caused the distingished lower recognition of this area.

Moreover the results of this study indicated that social and cultural changes affected on
family institute and kinship system as well as the extended families. The changes reversed the
social valuc to accept the nuclear family. Apart from this, there was the change on types and
aspects of carcers. However, every group of people had still properly conserved their unique
custom and culture particularly the Thai Muslim group whereas the Buddhist Thais and Chinese —
Thai people had some change in their customs and rituals. Some customs were reduced their
importance due to the social value and the economical effects. All in all, this research showed 2
major changes which are:-1) the development of the TaladPhluu community during the 3 periods,
Ayudhaya, Dhonburi and Rattanakosin, and 2) the types and processes of social and cultural
changes affected on ways of life. The adaptation of people in this community to accept most of
changes reflected the solutions of problems in this community.

This study would benefit other studies on social and cultural change in other communities
as well as would help the people’s recognition of historical background of TaladPhluu. This
rescarch  suggested other kinds of conducts to fullfill a complete scenerio of TaladPhluu
community such as the study of local wisdoms or the comparison study on social and cultural
change of the ncarby areas in order to see the relationship or the influence of changes among

communitics.
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