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Thesis Title : The Process of the Selection of Men to be Ordained in the Buddhist

Sangha in Thailand
Researcher : Mr. Opas Jangmesin, 2004 Academic Year
Degree : Master of Arts in Thai Studies

Thesis Advisors: 1. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Supaporn Makchang

2. Dr. Phramaha Bang Khemanando

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to study the process of selecting people (males) to be
ordained as monks from the Buddha’s time until the present day in both Theravada and Mahayana
Buddhism, as well as the analogous process in ordination of priests in the Roman Catholic church of
Thailand. Comparison is made between the Buddhist Sangha and the Christian Order insofar as the
selection of suitable people is concerned, so that some constructive way of developing the selection
process in Buddhist ordination may be found. The procedures of this research are to study from
previous documents that are primary source and secondary source. Those have combinations with
the process of selecting people (males) to be ordained as monks in both Theravada, Mahayana
Buddhism and Christian in Roman Catholic church of Thailand. And also from those who are expert,
quality people both monk and laity were interviewed in this research. All resources have been
defined by using content analysis, description and information networking.

The results reveal that there have been three types of Buddhist ordination: (1) Ehibhikkhu-
upasampada, or ordination by the Buddha Himself; (2) Tisarana gamana—upasampada, or ordination
by taking the Threefold Refuge, now used in ordaining novices or samanera: and (3)
Natticatutthakamma — upasampada, or ordination organized by the community of monks or Sangha,
which is the customary method at the present time. In the third type, the monks assemble in the right
number within a designated area called ‘Sima’ and proclaim the intention of accepting the applicant,
who is then considered to be admitted into the community.

In Thailand, the selection process for Theravada ordination originated in the Sukhothai
period. In the beginning of Thai Buddhist tradition, the head of the Sangha gave permission for

ordination. During the Ayudhya period, two innovations were ordination for men who would serve
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in the Royal Court, and selection of a Preceptor to serve in Singhalese ordination ceremonies. In
the present Ratanakosin period, the process is based on the Dhamma-vinaya and statutes of the
Sangha.

Comparison of the selection processes in Buddhism and in Christianity shows that in
Buddhism, the process is clearly designated, while in Christianity it is not. This is probably due to
the fact that the Buddha had more time to propagate his teachings than did Jesus Christ. In Thailand,
the comparison shows that in Buddhism, the ordination in the past reflected the Thai people’s faith
and their role in serving the Royal Court. In Christianity, however, the selection process, which
originated in the reign of King Narai the Great, was designated for the purpose of producing local
priests. Moreover, in Buddhism, permission to ordain is given by the Preceptor, while in Christianity
permission is given by the abbot. In Buddhism, a Buddhist organization called the Sangha Supreme
Council sets the regulations. In Christianity, the Vatican and the Catholic Council of Thailand
supervise the priests’ conduct.

The study also shows that Buddhist scholars consider Buddhist regulations decreed by the
Sangha Supreme Council to be most relevent to the process, although the Dhamma-vinaya should
also be followed. They recommended that the process follow both Dhamma-vinaya and social
regulations, that the ordained receive instruction both before and after ordination, and that the whole
process be systematically examined. The preceptors and the Sangha are expected to perform their
duties strictly. It is also recommended that the Sangha, the community and the state co-operate in
order to focus attention on the conduct of people who are entering the Sangha.

Suggestions are made for improving the selection process. For instance, the speech
requesting permission to ordain should be translated from Pali to Thai, and the community should
also participate by examining the:background of the person to be ordained. Finally, the Sangha

Supreme Council should supervise strictly the granting of permission for ordination by the Preceptor.
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to study the process of selecting people (males) to be
ordained as monks from the Buddha’s time until the present day in both Theravada and Mahayana
Buddhism, as well as the analogous process in ordination of priests in the Roman Catholic church of
Thailand. Comparison is made between the Buddhist Sangha and the Christian Order insofar as the
sclection of suitable people is concerned, so that some constructive way of developing the selection
process in Buddhist ordination may be found. Research was carried out mainly through study of
primary documents and through interviews of well-qualified people, including both monks and the
laity.

The results reveal that there have been three types of Buddhist ordination:

(1) Ehibhikkhu—upasampada, or ordination by the Buddha Himself; (2) Tisarana gamana-
upasampada, or ordination by taking the Threefold Refuge, now used in ordaining novices or
samanera; and (3) Natticatutthakamma — upasampada, or ordination organized by the community of
monks or Sangha, which is the customary method at the present time. In the third type, the monks
assemble in the right number within a designated area called ‘Sima’ and proclaim the intention of
accepting the applicant, who is then considered to be admitted into the community.

In Thailand, the selection process for Theravada ordination originated in the Sukhothai
period. In the beginning of Thai Buddhist tradition, the head of the Sangha gave permission for
ordination. During the Ayudhya period, two innovations were ordination for men who would serve
in the Royal Court, and selection of a Preceptor to serve in S_inghalese ordination ceremonies. In
the present Ratanakosin period, the process is based on the Dhamma-vinaya and statutes of the

Sangha.
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Comparison of the selection processes in Buddhism and in Christianity shows that in
Buddhism, the process is clearly designated, while in Christianity it is not. This is probably due to
the fact that the Buddha had more time to propagate his tecachings than did Jesus Christ. In Thailand,
the comparison shows that in Buddhism, the ordination in the past reflected the Thai people’s faith
and their role in serving the Royal Court. In Christianity, however, the selection process, which
originated in the reign of King Narai the Great, was designated for the purpose of producing local
priests. Moreover, in Buddhism, permission to ordain is given by the Preceptor, while in Christianity
permission is given by the abbot. In Buddhism, a Buddhist organization called the Sangha Supreme
Council sets the regulations. In Christianity, the Vatican and the Catholic Council of Thailand
supervise the priests’ conduct.

The study also shows that Buddhist scholars consider Buddhist regulations decreed by the
Sangha Supreme Council to be most relevent to the process, although the Dhamma—vinaya should
also be followed. They recommended that the process follow both Dhamma-vinaya and social
rcgulations, that the ordained receive instruction both before and after ordination, and that the whole
process be systematically examined. The preceptors and the Sangha are expected to perform their
duties strictly. It is also recommended that the Sangha, the community and the state co-operate in
order to focus attention on the conduct of people who are entering the Sangha.

Suggestions are made for improving the selection process. For instance, the speech
requesting permission to ordain should be translated from Pali to Thai, and the community should
also participate by examining the background of the person to be ordained. Finally, the Sangha

Supreme Council should supervise strictly the granting of permission for ordination by the Preceptor.
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